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Why does Narrabeen FC grade? 

Narrabeen FC grades players to create a safe, fair, and enjoyable environment for 
all, recognising players have different motivations, from social play to competitive 
aspirations. It ensures we’re compliant with MWFA rules requiring grading for age 
groups from U11 (mixed and women’s) and helps teams be placed in appropriate 
divisions for balanced competition and maximum enjoyment. 

Who gets graded?  

• Only registered players may participate in grading 

• Mandatory grading for mixed and women’s U11 to U16 

• Optional grading for mixed U8–U10 and women’s W9–W10 

• U6-U7 do not grade. Teams are formed on school and friendship groups 

• Players/teams who do not grade will not be recommended for division 1 

• Friendship/social requests will not be considered for division 1 teams 

Who manages grading? 

The club technical director, in partnership with licensed coaches form a grading 
committee. Final grading placement is decided by the grading committee in 
conjunction with the Narrabeen FC executive committee.  

Caregivers are expected to ensure players attend grading sessions and to fully 
support the club’s grading process. It is essential that no undue pressure or 
attempts are made to influence the grading committee. All committee members are 
volunteers committed to acting in the best interests of the individual player, the team, 
and the club as a whole. 

Grading process 

A formal grading criteria, aligned with the FFA National Football Curriculum will be 
followed by our grading committee to ensure consistency across a range of core 
soccer skills. These core skills differ across age groups and may include: 

• First touch & ball mastery  
• Striking the ball (passing & shooting)  
• Dribbling & running with the ball  
• 1v1s 

Narrabeen FC will provide team grade placement recommendations to the MWFA, 
who will make the final decision. 

Team Announcements 

• Players will be notified of their team placement via email. Mixed U8–U10 and 
women’s W9–W10 will be announced in late February.  

• U6-U7 teams will be announced in person at announcement day in March. 
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Full Grading  

Players are evaluated across various skill areas and assigned an overall score, in 
conjunction with their 2025 player assessment report which includes skills and 
attitude. Teams are then formed by grouping players with similar scores to ensure 
balanced ability levels. For Division 1 selection, placement is based exclusively 
on performance in grading and 2025 player assessment report, 
friendships/social group preferences are not considered.  

Full grading is mandatory for U11-U16 mixed and women’s competitions 

Social grading 

All U11-U16 players must participate in grading, even if they do not wish to be 
considered for Division 1 or Division 2 teams. This requirement ensures accurate 
competition placement recommendations to the MWFA, which retains final authority 
over division allocations. 

For social grading, players are assessed across a range of skills and assigned an 
overall grade. Unlike full grading, players may nominate preferred teammates for 
social teams. Requests must be mutually agreed upon prior to registration and 
formally submitted to the club at time of registration via PlayFootball. 
Narrabeen FC will endeavour to fulfil requests, however they are pending a number 
of factors including overall team sizes across the age group.  

Coaches and Managers 

It is expected, once teams are announced, volunteer coaches and managers be 
determined for the team, by the team.  

Should your team be appointed a coach by the club (usually for selected Div 1 teams 
in competition age groups only), this will be communicated at time of announcement. 

Dual registrations and women playing in mixed competitions 

If a woman/girl wishes to play in both the mixed and women’s competition you can 
submit a dual registration request to the club via registrar@narrabeenfc.com.au. It is 
critical this is done before grading day for further instruction. 

Dual registrations are considered on a player-by-player basis pending overall team 
formation and registration numbers for teams within mixed age-groups.  

Please note Football NSW requires all associations to provide consent for all female 
players playing in a mixed competition if they are 12 or over. This requires coach and 
guardian consent, by way of formal documentation. Narrabeen FC has no control 
over this policy.  

 

 

mailto:registrar@narrabeenfc.com.au


                  Narrabeen FC 2026 Grading Policy  

Page 3 of 3 
 

 

 

Non-attendance and late registrations 

While we understand that some players may have unavoidable conflicts preventing 
attendance at grading sessions, a comprehensive assessment can only be achieved 
through participation in grading. 

For players who do not attend, placement decisions will be based on any prior 
knowledge available. In most cases, these players will initially be allocated to a 
lower-graded division. 

Players MUST be registered to grade.  

Team sizes 

Narrabeen FC suggests a ‘recommended’ number of players per team to optimise 
game time, ensure a coach can give appropriate levels of attention to each player in 
the team and maximise game time. Exceeding the recommended limits may leave 
other teams short of the minimum required players  

The MWFA provides guidelines for acceptable team sizes as outlined below. Any 
request to exceed these limits must be accompanied by written consent from all 
players within the team. 

Age 
group 

Accepted by MWFA 
(Min – Max for 
registration) 

Recommended 
(by Narrabeen FC) 

Match day team size 

U8-9 8-11 10 7v7 
U10-12 

 
10-13 13 9v9 

U13-18 12-16 15 11v11 
 


